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In these magnificent prophecies, with which Jolin opened
and described his divine commission, as ^ sent by GOB,'1
(John i. 65 Luke in. 2,) to be the harbinger of CHRIST, to pro-
claim his approach,, and call upon the whole world to attend to
HIM ; (a distinction peculiarly honourable and appropriate to
CHRIST, of which neither Moses nor any of the Prophets could
boast,) there is a plain allusion to the practice of the eastern
monarchy, to send pioneers to prepare the roads, open the
passes, and remove impediments, in the rough and desert coun-
tries through which they were to pass with their pompous
retinues. Thus Semimmis, queen of Assyria, in her royal ex-
peditions into Media and Persia, and the other countries of
Asia subject to her dominions, wherever she went, ordered
mountains and precipices to be levelled, raised causeways in
the low countries; and by great cost and trouble, made straight,
short, and commodious high-ways, through places impassable
before. Diodorus, B. II. In like manner, GOD sent the
Baptist as a spiritual pioneer, to prepare and smooth the way
before the MESSIAH; by clearing and removing the various
impediments and obstructions that impeded the march of THE
GOSPEL, arising from the prejudices, passions, and rices of
mankind.

John not only resembled Elijah in his sackcloth dress, spare
diet, and retired mode of life, but also in his character: in his
power of conversion, and spirit of reproof. Both, indeed, were
raised up by PEOVIDENCE, in times of general apostacy from
the true faith, and corruption of morals, to reclaim and reform
their countrymen. Both were commissioned to denounce ven-
geance from heaven, unless the nation repented, and were con-
verted to the Lord their God; both were actuated by the same
ardent and undaunted zeal, in the discharge of their commis-
sion ; both were persecuted for their labour of love; yet nothing
deterred Elijah from boldly rebuking AJuib, Jezebel, and the
idolatrous Israelites ; nor John from rebuking Herod, Herodias,
and that " wicked and adulterous generation" of the Jews, who
flocked to his baptism.

Baptism, " immersion in water" or ablution, was a symbol
oipurification among the Jews and other ancient nations. It
was solemnly prescribed to the Israelites after their departure
from the pollutions of Egypt, in the desert of Sinai, preparatory
to their entering into covenant with God, as his chosen people.